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taken and acquired knowledge from are: 


1. His father the ‘Allamah Shaykh ‘Abdul-Muhsin al- 
Badr (ail a>). 


2. The ‘Allamah Shaykh Ibn Baz (4i\25). 
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Arabic Symbols & their meanings 


seals) (i.e. a male companion of the 
Prophet Muhammad) 
Glorified & Exalted is Allah 


| (Allah) the Mighty & Sublime 
(Allah) the Blessed & Exalted 


(Allah) the Sublime & Exalted 
May Allah send Blessings & © 
Safety upon him (i.e. a 
Prophet or Messenger) — 
May Allah send Blessings & 
Safety upon him and his 
family (i.e. Du’a send 
mentioned the Prophet 
Muhammad) 


May Allah have mercy upon - 
him 


May Allah be pleased with 
them (i.e. Du’a made for the ~ 
Companions of the Prophet 

Muhammad ) 
(Allah) His Majesty is Exalted 
May Allah be pleased with 
her (i.e. a female companion 
of the Prophet Muhammad) 


SLaAate 


Axis sackets 
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INTRODUCTION 


All praise is for Allah the Lord of the worlds. I bear 
witness that there is no deity worthy of worship except 
Allah alone with no partners, and I bear witness that 
Muhammad (45.6%) is His slave and Messenger. 


Thereafter, this treatise contains a beneficial summary of 
the best of words, and the greatest and most lofty: the 
word of Tawhid (4\ Y! 4) Y) - none has the right to be 
worshiped in truth except Allah - its virtues, significance, 
conditions, and nullifiers. The treatise is extracted from 
my book “Figh Al-Adiyah wal Adkaar.” It was 
requested by some of our noble acquaintances to isolate 
this treatise to a separate authoring for ease of benefit. 


I pray to Allah to place in this treatise a great blessing. 
May He make it a door of guidance for whom He wills 
of His servants. May He guide us all to His straight path; 
the path of those that Allah favored amongst the 
Messengers, the truthful, martyrs, and the righteous, 
and how excellent these companions are. Allah is 
sufficient for us, and He is the best disposer of affairs. 
May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet and his 
family. 


Written by: ‘Abdur-Razzaq al-Badr 
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VIRTUES OF THE STATEMENT: “NONE 
HAS THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPPED IN 
TRUTH BUT ALLAH.” 


Indeed, to this splendid statement belong excellent 
virtues and innumerable distinctions. It is the best, most 
_ virtuous, and the greatest of all statements. For its cause, 
the creation was created, messengers sent, and books 
were revealed. By this declaration, mankind was 
separated into believers and disbelievers; joyous 
dwellers of paradise and wretched dwellers of Hellfire. 
So it is the most trustworthy handhold that will never 
break, the statement of piety, the greatest of all pillars of 
religion, and the largest of the branches of faith. 
Moreover, it is the path of attaining Paradise and 
salvation from the Fire. It is the statement of testimony, 
the key to the Home of Bliss, and salvation from the 
Hellfire. It is the foundation of the religion and the 
pinnacle of its matters. 


The virtue of this statement and its lofty position in the 
religion is above what anyone could describe or fully 


grasp. 
Allah ((35,%\e22.) said: 
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“Allah bears witness thatLa T[laha_ Illa 
Huwa (none has the right to be worshipped but 
He), and the angels, and those having knowledge 
(also give this witness); (He always) maintains 
His creation in Justice. La Nlaha Illa Huwa (none 
has the right to be worshipped but He), the All- 
Mighty, the All-Wise.” [Stirah Ali Imran 3:18] | 


From amongst the mentions of the virtues of this 
statement in the Noble Qur’an: Allah (055333) made it 
the core call of the prophets and the essence of their 
message. Allah ((i5,4\2:2.) says: 


“ And We did not send any Messenger before you 
(O Muhammad 4%5.:c4ii~) but We revealed to him 
(saying): La Maha [11a Ana [none has the right to 


VIRTUES OF THE STATEMENT: “NONE HAS 
THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPPED IN TRUTH 
BUT ALLAH.” 


be worshipped but I (Allah)], so worship Me 
(Alone and none else).” [Surah al-Anbiya’ 21:25] 


And He (Jt55%\22.) said: 


F) 0 a Ss - ae <b ? es 
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“And verily, We have’ sent among 
every Ummah (community, nation) a Messenger 
(proclaiming): “Worship Allah (Alone), and 
avoid (or keep away from) Taghit (all false 
deities ie. do not worship Taghit besides 
Allah).” [Surah an-Nahl 16:36] 


And He ((35525\524.) said in the opening of the chapter Nahl: 


AB of & afl be eal A I > 
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“He sends down the angels with the Ruh 
(revelation) of His Command to whom of His 
slaves He wills (saying): "Warn mankind that La 
Ilaha Illa Ana(none has the right to be 
worshipped in truth but I), so fear Me (by 
abstaining from sins and evil deeds).” [Surah an- 
Nahl 16:2] 


This verse is the first of enumerated bounties of Allah 
upon his servants, to indicate that the guidance to this 
statement is the greatest bounty that Allah bestowed 
upon His slaves, As He ((J5;4e.) says: 


8 
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“And has completed and perfected His Graces 
upon you, (both) apparent and hidden.” [Surah 
Lugman 31:20] 


Mujahid - (445) - said: 


“the grace is] the statement of La Ilaha Illa- 
Allah: None has the right to be worshipped in 
truth but Allah” 


Sufyan bin Uyaynah- (45) - said: 
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“Allah has not bestowed a bounty upon his 
slaves greater than enlightening them with the 
statement of La Ilaha Illa-Allah: None has the 
right to be worshipped in truth but Allah” 


Amongst its virtues is that Allah described it in the 
Qur’an as the good word, Allah - (‘3t8;4\&:2.) - says: 
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“See you not how Allah sets forth a parable? A 
goodly word as a goodly tree, whose root is 
firmly fixed, and its branches (reach) to the sky 
(i.e. very high). Yielding its fruit at all times, by 
the permission of its Lord, and Allah sets forth 
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parables for mankind in order that they may 
remember.” [Surah Ibrahim 14:24-25] 


And it is the firm statement referred to in the verse: 


“Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the 
word that stands firm in this world (i.e. they will 
keep on worshipping Allah Alone and none 
else), and in the Hereafter. And Allah will cause 
to go astray those who are Zalimun (polytheists 
and wrong-doers), and Allah does what He 
wills.” [Surah Ibrahim 14:27] 


And it is the promise in the verse: 


“None shall have the power of intercession, but 
such a one as has received permission (or 


VIRTUES OF THE STATEMENT: “NONE HAS 
THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPPED IN TRUTH 
BUT ALLAH.” | 


promise) from the Most Gracious (Allah).” [Sirah 
Maryam 19:87] 


It was reported by the way of Ibn Abbas — (@<aiig5) - that he 
said: 


ee aS eo ee ee ee eee ae 
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“The promise is the testimony of La Ilaha II1la- 
Allah: [None has the right to be worshipped in 
truth but Allah], and renounce all power and 
might to Allah (5), and it (i.e., the statement) is 


wi 


the foremost of any piety. 


From amongst its virtues: It is the trustworthy handhold 
which whoever adheres to it is saved, and whoever abandons 


~ 


it perishes. Allah (:)\,4\222.) says: 
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“Whoever disbelieves in Taghit (all false 
deities) and believes in Allah, then he has 
grasped the most trustworthy handhold.” [Surah 
al-Bagarah 2:256| 


And He ($i) said: 
“eg 239 Be a a 34g35 A > s 
ARI Cypress 99 | 5Age5 GL te 
ee ee ees 
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“And whosoever submits his face (himself) to 
Allah, while he is a Muhsin (good-doer i.e. 
| performs good deeds totally for Allah’s sake 
without any show off or to gain praise or fame 
and does them in accordance with the Sunnah of 
Allah’s Messenger Muhammad (4<5.c%ii{-)), then 
he has grasped the most trustworthy handhold 
[La Ilaha Illa-Allah (none has the right to be 
worshipped but Allah)].” [Surah Luqman 31:22] 


Among its virtues: It is the lasting word that Ibrahim (<5) 
has left behind in his posterity. Allah (Sa;4\c:.) says: 
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“And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) said 
to his father and his people: “Verily, I am 
innocent of what you worship, 
‘Except Him (i.e. I worship none but Allah Alone) 
Who did create me; and verily He will guide me.’ 
And he made it [1.e. La Ilaha Illa-Allah (none has 
the right to be worshipped in truth but Allah 
Alone)] a Word lasting among his offspring, 
(True Monotheism), that they may turn back (i.e. 
to repent to Allah or receive admonition).” [Surah 
az-Zukhruf 43:26-28] 


It is the word of piety that Allah made the companions 
of the Messenger (A<5.:&%ij-) hold to and made them 
worthy of it, Allah (3s5%\e:2.) says: 
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“When those who disbelieve had put in their 
hearts pride and haughtiness - the pride and 
haughtiness of the time of ignorance, - then Allah 
sent down  HisSakinah(calmness and 
tranquility) upon His Messenger (Acaicciji~) and 
upon the believers, and made them stick to the 
word of piety (i.e. none has the right to be 
worshipped in truth but Allah); and they were 
well entitled to it and worthy of it. And Allah is 
the All-Knower of everything.” [Sirah al-Fath 
48:26] 


Abu Ishaq as-Sabi’ye narrated from Amr bin Maymun 
that he said: 


“Mankind has not made mention of a word better 
than La Taha Ila-Allah (none has the right to be 
worshipped in truth but Allah Alone).” 


So Sa’ad bin ‘Iyadh said in reply: 
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“Do you know what that word actually is? By 

Allah it is the word of piety that Allah made the 

companions of Prophet Muhammad (4<5.caii-) 

adhere to and made them worthy of it - (#<aii;).”” 
Also among its virtues: It is the utmost propriety. Allah 
(Ne5,%5122.) says: 


a“, 0 
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“The Day that Ar-Ruh [Jibril (Gabriel) or another 
angel] and the angels will stand forth in rows, 
they will not speak except him whom the Most 
Gracious (Allah) allows, and he will speak what 
is right.” [Surah an-Naba’ 78:38] 
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‘Ali bin Abi Talha reported from ibn ‘Abbas (@2diiy 
regarding: (speak except him whom the Most Gracious 
(Allah) allows, and he will speak what is right.) that he 
said its meaning to be: 


“a “~- 


“Except whom the Lord (jz) allows by the 
testimony of La Ilaha Illa-Allah (none has the 
right to be worshipped in truth but Allah Alone), 
and it is the ultimate rightness.” > 


Also Ikrimah — (4i\425) —said: 


4 


Ay 
Aj)| 
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“The rightness is: La Ilaha Illa-Allah (none has 
the right to be worshipped in truth but Allah 
Alone).” 4 


Also among its virtues is that it’s the true calling 
mentioned in the saying of Allah (s54\2z2.): 


5 At-Tabarani reported it in the book “Du’a” (3/1533) 
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“For Him (Allah, Alone) is the Word of Truth (i.e. 
none has the right to be worshipped but Allah). 
And those whom they (polytheists and 
disbelievers) invoke, answer them no more than 
one who stretches forth his hand (at the edge of a 
deep well) for water to reach his mouth, but it 
reaches him not; and the invocation of the 
disbelievers is nothing but an error (i.e. of no 
use).” [Surah ar-Rum 13:14] 


Furthermore, it is the real bond that unites the followers 
of the Islamic religion. By this statement the lines of love, 
allegiance, and enmity are drawn. As a result, the 
Islamic society has become firmly connected as one 
body, each part strengthening and supporting another. 


The Scholar, Shaikh Muhammad al-Amin Shingiti 
stated in his book Adwaa’ al-Bayan: 


“In conclusion, the true bond that brings 
together the discordant is the bond of La Ilaha 
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Illa-Allah (none has the right to be worshipped 
in truth but Allah Alone). It is apparent that this 
bond has warmed the hearts of those who bear 
the throne of the angels for mankind on earth, 
despite their differences. Allah (((3,4\2.) said: 
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“Those (angels) who bear the Throne (of Allah) 
and those around it glorify the praises of their 
Lord, and believe in Him, and ask forgiveness 
for those who believe (in the Oneness of Allah) 
(saying): “Our Lord! You comprehend all things 
in mercy and knowledge, so forgive those who 
repent and follow Your Way, and save them 


VIRTUES OF THE STATEMENT: “NONE HAS 
THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPPED IN TRUTH 
BUT ALLAH.” : 


from the torment of the blazing Fire! "Our Lord! 
And make them enter the ‘Adn (Eden) Paradise 
(everlasting Gardens) which you _ have 
promised them - and to the righteous among 
their fathers, their wives, and their offspring! 
Verily, You are the All-Mighty, the All-Wise. 
“And save them from (the punishment, for what 
they did of) the sins, and whomsoever You save 
from (the punishment for what he did of) the 
sins (i.e. pardon him) that Day, him verily, You 
have taken into mercy.” And that is the supreme 
success.” [Surah Ghafir 40:7-9] 


The verses indicate that the bond that gripped 
the angels bearing the throne to mankind on 
Earth, compelling them to seek from Allah such 
magnificent prayer for humanity, could only be 
the belief in Allah (5é;i¢).” 


Continuing on, he said- (4i\45): 
“Overall, there is no dispute amongst Muslims 
that the bond that unites the dwellers of the 
earth and the dwellers of the heavens is the 
bond of La Ilaha Illa-Allah (none has the right 
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to be worshipped in truth but Allah Alone). So, 
it is not permissible to call to any other bond.” 


And amongst the virtues: It is the best of good deeds. Allah 
( S551.) says: 


a ° 0 
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“Whoever brings a good deed will have better 
than its worth.” [Surah an-Nahl 16:89] 


Ibn Mas’td, Ibn Abbas, Abu Huraira, and others have 
reported in regards to the good deed mentioned: It is La 
Ilaha Illa-Allah (none has the right to be worshipped in 
truth but Allah Alone)é | 


5 ia 


Also reported from Ikrimah- (i325) - regarding the 
statement of Allah (gsc): 


“Whoever brings a good deed will have better 
than its worth” that he said: “It is La Ilaha Illa- 
Allah (none has the right to be worshipped in 
truth but Allah Alone), and the intended 
meaning is that: he will the attain the good from 
it. Reason being that there is nothing better than 


5 Adwa’ al-Bayan (3/ 447-448) 
6 Ad-Du’a by At-Tabarani (3/1497-1498) 


VIRTUES OF THE STATEMENT: “NONE HAS 


THE RIGHT TO BE WORSHIPPED IN TRUTH 
BUT ALLAH.” 


La Ilaha Illa-Allah (none has the right to be 
wotshipped in truth but Allah Alone”’ 


It has been affirmed in al-Musnad by the way of Abt 
Dhar (£2435) that he said: 


Po tas Ooh Se eo ae ee ee _e 4- ab 4 SL - 
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“Tell me what will bring me near to the Garden 
and keep me far from the Fire.” 


He (Acsacleciie) said: 


Be ore oi Bae Ek os oe hae, Se ge, a a. ge 
Qe ae 
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“If you commit an evil deed then do a good deed; 
it is in ten folds,” 


I said, 
Ca Yap elics soi tt 545 u 
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“O’ Messenger of Allah, is among the good deeds 
La Ilaha Illa-Allah?” 


He (Acisaclezif) replied, 
Pas sl Ge 


“Yes, it is the best of good deeds.”® 


MORE VIRTUES OF THIS STATEMENT AS 
RECORDED IN THE SUNNAH 


MORE VIRTUES OF THIS STATEMENT AS 
RECORDED IN THE SUNNAH 


We have previously discussed the virtues of La Ilaha IIla- 
Allah as established in the Qur'an al-Karim, affirming 
that it is the reason for creating the heavens and earth 
and all that exists. For its call the Messengers were sent, 
books were revealed, and legislations established. For 
its cause, scales of the Hereafter were placed, deeds 
recorded, Paradise and Fire created, and people divided 


into believers and disbelievers. 


Therefore, it is the truth which the entire religion is 
founded upon, and to it will be held accountable those 
of the past later times. Evidently, on the Day of 
Judgment a servant will not proceed until he is 
questioned about two things: What have you 
worshipped, and what was your reply to the 
Messengers? The answer to the first is the actualization 
of the word of Tawhid (i.e. monotheism: La Ilaha IIla- 
Allah - none has the right to be worshipped in truth but 
Allah Alone), while the answer to the second is the 
actualization of the testimony that Muhammad 
(Acces) is the Messenger of Allah; in 


acknowledgment, admission, and obedience. 
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Indeed, the virtues of the word of Tawhid are abundant, 
surpassing beyond what one could enumerate. Here 
will be an attempt to present some of its virtues as 
recorded in the hadith (verbal traditions) of the Prophet 


(Acsaclesiie). 


Among its virtues: It is the most virtuous of deeds, the 
reward of which is equivalent to freeing a slave, and it 
is a protection from Shaytan. It has been reported from 
the way of Abu Hurayrah (zdils) that the Messenger 
(Acsaletijie) said: 
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“Whoever says There is no god but Allah, alone, 
without any partner, the Kingdom and praise 
belong to Him and He has power over 
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everything’ (La Ilaha Illa-Allah, wahdahu la 
sharika lahu, lahul-mulku wa lahul-hamdu, wa 
huwa ala kulli shay'in gadir) one hundred times 
a day, it is the same for him as freeing ten slaves. 
One hundred good actions are written for him 
and one hundred wrong actions are erased from 
him, and it is a protection from Shaytan for that 
day until the night. No-one does anything more 
excellent than what he does except someone who 
does more than that.” [Al-Bukhari and Muslim].? 


Also Abu Ayyub al-Ansari (zai) reported: The 
Prophet (Acsacleif\e) said: 8 


* + a 
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“He who utters ten times: 'La Ilaha Illa-Allah, 
wahdahu la sharika lahu, lahul-mulku wa lahul- 
hamdu, wa Huwa ‘ala kulli shay’in Qadir (there 
is no true god except Allah. He is One and He has 
no partner with Him. His is the sovereignty and 
His is the praise, and He is Omnipotent),' he will 
have a reward equal to that for freeing four slaves 


9 Al-Bukhart: No.6403, Muslim; No. 2691 
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from the progeny of Prophet Isma’‘il.” [AI- 
Bukhari and Muslim].1¢ 


From among its virtues: It is the best statement uttered 
by the Messengers as reported from the Prophet 
(dcsacccii>) that he said: 
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“The most virtuous of what I and the Prophets 
said in the afternoon of ‘Arafah is: None has the 
right to be worshipped but Allah, alone, without 
partner, to Him belongs all that exists, and to 
Him belongs the Praise, and He is powerful over 
all things. (La Ilaha Illa-Allah, wahdahu 1a 
sharika lahu, lahul-mulku wa lahul-hamdu, wa 
huwa “ala kulli shay’in qadir).” '! 


In similar wording, 


10 Al-Bukhart: No.6404, Muslim; No. 2693 
11 At-Tabarani in “ad-Du’a’”; No.874 


MORE VIRTUES OF THIS STATEMENT AS 
RECORDED IN THE SUNNAH 
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“The best of supplication is the supplication of 
the Day of “Arafah. And the best of what I and 
the Prophets before me have said is: None has the 
right to be worshipped but Allah, alone, without 
partner, to Him belongs all that exists, and to 
Him belongs the Praise, and He is powerful over 
all things. (La Ilaha Illa-Allah, wahdahu la 
sharika lahu, lahul-mulku wa lahul-hamdu, wa 
huwa ‘ala kulli shai’in gqadir).” 12 


From its virtues: It sways the scrolls of mischief and sinful 
deeds on the Day of Judgment, as is stated in the hadith of 
‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin al-‘As (&edis;), that the Prophet 


(Acsaieisi) said: 
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“A man from my nation will be called before all 
of creation on the Day of Resurrection, and 
ninety-nine scrolls will be spread out for him, 
each one extending as far as the eye can see. Then 
Allah will say: “Do you deny anything of this?” 
He will say: “No, O Lord.” He will say: “Have My 
recording scribes been unfair to you?” Then He 
will say: “Apart from that, do you have any good 
deeds?” The man will be terrified and will say: 


MORE VIRTUES OF THIS STATEMENT AS 
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“No.” (Allah) will say: “Indeed, you have good 
deeds with Us, and you will not be treated 
unjustly this Day.” Then a card will be brought 
out on which is written Ash-hadu an La Ilaha 
Illa-Allah wa anna Muhammadan ‘abduhu wa 
rasiluhu (I bear witness that none has the right to 
be worshipped but Allah, and that Muhammad 
is His slave and Messenger). He will say: “O 
Lord, what is this card compared with these 
scrolls?” He will say: “You will not be treated 
unjustly.” Then the scrolls will be placed in one 
side of the Balance and the card in the other. The 
scrolls will go up (i.e., be light) and the card will 
go down (i.e., will weigh heavily).”1% 


Certainly, there is a significant presence of Iman (faith) 
in his heart to have the card of La Ilaha Illa-Allah sway 
those scrolls. The people vary in deeds (i.e. in its reward 
and acceptance) based on the strength of Iman in their 
heart. Hence, the reason for those that utter the same 
statement: La Ilaha Illa-Allah, but do not attain the same 
reward is due to a weakness of Iman in the heart. This is 
evident from the hadith of Anas bin Malik (2d) that 
the Prophet (A<s.ccai\-) said: 


13 Al-Musnad (2/213). Jami at-Tirmidhi; No. 2639. Sunan ibn Majah; 
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“Whoever said, “None has the right to be 
worshipped but Allah and has in his heart good 
(faith) equal to the weight of a barley grain will 
be taken out of Hell. And whoever said: “None 
has the right to be worshipped but Allah and has 
in his heart good (faith) equal to the weight of a 
wheat grain will be taken out of Hell. And 
whoever said, “None has the right to be 
worshipped but Allah and has in his heart good 
(faith) equal to the weight of an atom will be 
taken out of Hell.” '4 


Therefore, the people of La Ilaha Illa-Allah vary in their 
rewards based on the goodness of Iman in their hearts. 


14 Al-Bukhari; No. 44. Muslim; No. 193, 325 


MORE VIRTUES OF THIS STATEMENT AS 
RECORDED IN THE SUNNAH 


Among the virtues of this word: It overweighs the heavens 
and ada as indicated in the hadith of Abdullah bin ‘Amr 


(422i), the Prophet (Acsaclecij) said: 
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“Noah, at his death bed, had said to his son “ I 
command you to hold to La Ilaha Illa-Allah, for 
it the seven heavens and the seven earths are 
placed on one side of the scale’s balance while La 
Ilaha Illa-Allah is placed on the other side. 
Surely La Ilaha Illa-Allah would sway them. 
And if the seven heavens were to be an enclosed 
ring, then La Ilaha Illa-Allah would shatter it.” © 


15 Al-Musnad; 2/170. Rated as authentic by al-Albani in “ Silsilah As- 
Sahiahi”’; No. 134 
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Among its virtues: There is no barrier to veil it from 
Allah. Rather, it penetrates all barriers, as reported in the 
hadith of Abu Hurayrah (xz), that the Prophet 
(Acsacletif) said: 
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“No worshipper has ever said: None has the right 
to be worshipped but Allah (La Ilaha Illa-Allah)’ 
sincerely, except that the gates of heaven are 
opened for it, until it reaches to the Throne, so 
long as he avoids the major sins.”16 


From its virtues: It is a salvation from the Fire according 
to a narration that the Prophet (Acj.caiji~) heard a man 
making Adhan (call to prayer), saying Ash-hadu an La 
Ilaha Illa-Allah (I bear witness none has the right to be 
worshipped in truth but Allah). He (Assisi) said: 


16 Jami at-Tirmidhi; No. 3590. Of a sound narration Rated as Hasan 
by al-Albant 
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“He is saved from the Fire”!’ 


Also in the hadith of ‘Ttban (edie) that the Prophet 
(Acsatlexije) said: 


“Allah has made the fire of Hell unlawful for him 
who affirms that none has the right to be 
worshipped but Allah.” 


From the virtues of this statement: Is that the Prophet 
(Acsacle2if>) made it the most virtuous branch of Iman. In 
the two Sahih from the hadith of Aba Hurayrah (Si) the 
Prophet (Acsacicaii) said, 
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“Iman is made up of seventy odd number of 
branches. The highest is the statement ‘none has 
the right to be worshipped in truth but Allaah’ 


17 Muslim; No. 382 
18 Al-Bukhari; No. 6938. Muslim; No. 33, 263 
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and the lowest branch is to remove harm out of 
the road.” 19 


From its virtues: It is the most eaves supplication, as in the 
hadith of Jabir bin Abdullah (iis), when he said, “I heard 


the Prophet (Acsacetifiz) say: 
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”The best of remembrance is Ld Ilaha I1la-Allah 
(None has the right to be worshipped in truth but 


Allah), and the best of supplication is al-Hamdu 
Lillahi (praise is to Allah).”2° 


Amongst its virtues: Whoever says it sincerely from his heart 
will be most fortunate; included in the intercession of the 


Prophet (Acs ee on the Day of Judgment, as in the hadith 
of Abu Hurayrah (42ai-35): 
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19 Al-Bukhari; No. 9. Muslim; No. 35. 
20 Jami at-Tirmidhi; No. 3383. rapes Ibn Majah; No. 3800. Rated 
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“I said: O Allah's Messenger (4<5.:%ij(~)! Who 
will be the luckiest person who will gain your 
intercession on the Day of Resurrection?” Allah's 
Messenger (A<5.:c4ij~) said: “O Abu Hurayrah! I 
have thought that none will ask me about this 
before you, as I know your longing for the 
(learning of) hadith. The luckiest person who 
will have my intercession on the Day of 
Resurrection will be the one who said sincerely 
from the bottom of his heart 'none has the right 
to be worshipped in truth but Allah.’””2! 


It is evident from the past Hadith in particular the 
statement: “the one who said sincerely from the 
bottom of his heart ‘None has the right to be 
worshipped in truth but Allah,” that the invocation of 


21 Sahih al-Bukhari; No. 99. 
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this word is not accepted by mere utterance upon the 
tongue. Rather, one must abide by its conditions 


mentioned in the Qur’an and Sunnah. 


CONDITIONS OF LA ILAHA ILLA-ALLAH 


CONDITIONS OF LA ILAHA ILLA-ALLAH 


We have previously mentioned the virtues of the word 
of Tawhid (monotheism): La Ilaha Illa-Allah. We have 
confirmed that it is the best of statements and most 
virtuous of all, and presented the resulting noble reward 
and beneficial fruits of it in this life and the hereafter. 


However, every Muslim must know that La Ilaha IIla- 
Allah is not accepted by merely uttering it on the tongue. 
Rather, it is a must to fulfill its due rights, and establish 
its conditions as outlined in the Qur’an and the Sunnah 
(Acsacetii~). Every Muslim is aware that no act of 
obedience to Allah is accepted unless its conditions are 
fulfilled. For example, the Salah (prayer) is not accepted 
without its established conditions, Hajj (pilgrimage) is 
not accepted without its conditions, and likewise any 
other act of worship is not accepted without its defined 
conditions in the Qur’an and Sunnah. Similarly, the 
invocation of the Statement: La Ilaha Illa-Allah, will not 
be accepted from an individual without its conditions 
detailed in the Qur’an and Sunnah. 


The righteous predecessors have indicated the 
importance of giving due diligence to the conditions of 
La Ilaha Illa-Allah and the obligation of adhering to it. As 
such, it was reported from Hassan Al - Basri that it was 
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said to him: "Some people are saying: ‘Whoever says La 
Ilaha Illa-Allah enters Paradise"! 


He said: "Whoever says La Ilaha Illa-Allah and 
accomplish its rights and obligations, will enter Jannah” 


In addition, in other reports Hassan Al-Basri said to 


Farazdag, as he was burying his deceased wife: 
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“What have you prepared for such day (i.e., 
death)?” 


He (Farazdag) said: “A testimony of La Ilaha Illa- 
Allah of seventy years.” 


Hassan replied: “Indeed, it is the best apparatus, 
but there are conditions for La Ilaha Illa-Allah. 
So, abstain from accusing innocent women of 


adultery.” 


Ibn Munabih was once asked: 
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“Isn't the statement of La Ilaha Illa-Allah the key 
to the Paradise?” 


He answered, “Yes, but every key has ridges. If 
you come with the key that has the right ridges, 
the door will open for you. If you do not have the 
right ridges the door will not open for you.”2 


The ridges mentioned are referring to the conditions of 
La Ilaha Ila-Allah. 


An in-depth study of the texts of the Qur’an and Sunnah 
reveal that the statement of La Ilaha Illa-Allah will not be 
accepted without the following seven conditions: 


1. Knowledge of its meaning, which negates 
ignorance. | 

2. Certainty which negates doubt. 

3. Sincerity which negates polytheism and 
hypocrisy. 
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4. Truthfulness as opposed to dishonesty. 


o 


Love which negates hate and abomination. 

6. Submission and Compliance as opposed to 
neglect. 

7. Acceptance that negates rejection. 


Some of the people of knowledge placed these seven 
conditions in a line poetry, saying: 
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“Knowledge, Certainty, Sincerity, and your 
truthfulness along with love, yielding and 
acceptance of these conditions.” 


We shall look further into each condition to discover its 


significance while referencing some of its proofs from 
the Qur’an and Sunnah.23 


The first Condition: Knowledge (al-'Ilm) of the meaning 
of this statement that negates ignorance. Thus, it is vital 
to know that it negates all forms of worship from anyone 


23 For detailed commentary refer to: Ma’arij Al-Qabul by Shaykh 
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other than Allah, and it affirms all of it to Allah alone. 
As Allah ((0354\222.) says: 
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“You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we 
ask for help (for each and everything). “ [Sirah al- 
Fatithah 1:5] 


Meaning: We worship You alone and worship none 
other, and we seek help from You alone and seek it from 
none other than You. 


Allah (Ses;%\62.) said: 
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“So know (O Muhammad (A<5.:&2i{2)) that, La 
Ilaha Illa-Allah(none has the right to be 
worshipped in truth but Allah).” [Sarah 
Muhammad 47:19] 


Moreover, He ((354\622.) also said: 
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“...except for those who bear witness to the truth 
knowingly (i.e. believed in the Oneness of Allah, 
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and obeyed His Orders), and they know.” [Surah 
az-Zukhruf 43:86] 


The commentators of the Qur’an have said: “who bear 
witness” to La Ilaha Illa-Allah (none has the right to be 
worshipped in truth but Allah), “and they know” in 
their hearts the meaning of their testimony and they 
confess it with their tongues. 


It has been reported on the authority of ‘Uthman bin 
Affan (2d) that the Prophet (Acj.eai{e) said: 
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“Whoever dies knowing (fully well) that none 
has the right to be worshipped in truth but Allah 
enters Paradise.”24 


Thus, the Prophet (Asai) made knowledge a 


condition for this statement. 


The second condition: Certainty (al-Yagin) that negates 
any doubt to an extent that the one who invokes this 
statement is firm with an unwavering belief. Certainty 
is the pinnacle of knowledge and its completeness. Allah 
(3e5543122.) said in describing the believers: 


24 Muslim; No. 26 
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“Only those are the believers who have believed 
in Allah and His Messenger, and afterward 
doubt not but strive with their wealth and their 
lives for the Cause of Allah. Those! They are the 
truthful.” [Surah al-Hujurat 49:15] 


“And afterward doubt not” - meaning they had firm 
certainty without any doubt. 


It has been reported on the authority of Aba Hurayrah 
(edis5) that the Prophet (sajaiezif) said: 


oo 


“I bear testimony to the fact that none has the 
right to be worshipped in truth but Allah, and I 
am His messenger. The bondsman who would 
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meet Allah without entertaining any doubt about 
these (two fundamentals) would enter heaven.” 


ae 


Also reported by the way of Abu Hurayrah (dit), that 
the Prophet (Acasa) said: 
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“Whoever you meet outside this garden 
testifying that La Ilaha Illa-Allah (none has the 
right to be worshipped in truth but Allah), being 
assured of it in his heart, give him the glad 
tidings that he will enter Jannah.” 26 


Thus marked for having certainty a condition for La Ilaha 
Illa-Allah. | 


The Third Condition: Sincerity (al-Ikhlas) that negates 
polytheism and hypocrisy. This is achieved by purifying 
the deeds from all apparent and hidden deficiencies and 
having sincere intentions in all acts of worship for Allah 


“ 


alone. Allah ((i3;4\232.) said: 


25 Muslim, No. 27 
26 Sahih Muslim; No. 27. 
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“Surely the religion (i.e. the worship and the 
obedience) is for Allah only.” [Sarah az-Zumar 
39:3] 


Moreover, He (:Jli;4i\222.) said: 
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“And they were commanded not, but that they 
should worship Allah, and worship none but 
Him Alone.” [Surah al-Bayyinah 98:5] 


In the authentic narration by Aba Hurayrah (<éii5), the 
Prophet (Acsaletife) said: 


“The luckiest person who will have my 
intercession on the Day of Resurrection will be 
the one who said sincerely from the bottom of his 
heart “None has the right to be worshipped in 
truth but Allah.” i 
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Thus considering sincerity yet another condition of La 
Tlaha Ila-Allah. 


The_ Forth Condition: Truthfulness (as-Sidg) that 
negates dishonesty. Therefore, one must invoke this 
statement truly from his heart. Truthfulness is 
compliance of the heart with the tongue. It is for the lack 
of such that Allah # has reviled the hypocrites: 


“When the hypocrites come to you (O 
Muhammad (i<5.:ccii\~)), they say: "We bear 
witness that you are indeed the Messenger of 
Allah." Allah knows that you are indeed His 
Messenger, and Allah bears witness that the 
hypocrites are liars indeed.” [Surah al-Munafiqun 
63:1] 


So, He ((3,%\22.) described them as liars because the 
claim of their tongues is not present in their hearts. 
Moreover, Allah (({3;4\22.) also said: 
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“ Alif-Lam-Mim. Do people think that they will 
be left alone because they say: “We believe,” and 
will not be tested.” [Surah al-Ankabut 29:1-3] 


It has been reported by Mu’adh bin Jabal (zd) that the 
Prophet (Acsacicxi~) said: | 


oe ot gE SG ss ee ER: a. ey vk - 


“There is none who testifies truthfully that none 
has the right to be worshipped in truth but Allah 
and Muhammad is his Apostle, except that Allah, 
will save him from the Hell-fire’”2’. 


27 Al Bukhari: No. 128, Muslim; No. 32 
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Hence, truthfulness is a required condition of La Ilaha 
Tla-Allah. 


The Fifth Condition: Love (al-Mahabbah) that negates 
hate and abomination. This is actualized by loving 
Allah, His Messenger (dcsaicij-), Islam, and the 
Muslims who adhere to the obedience of Allah, as well 
as disapproving anyone who goes against La Ilaha Illa- 
Allah and commits any of its nullifiers of polytheism or 
disbelief. As for the proof for making love one of the 


conditions, it is the statement of Allah ((35,%e22.): 
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“And of mankind are some who take (for 
worship) others besides Allah as rivals (to Allah). 
They love them as they love Allah. But those who 
believe, love Allah more (than anything else).” 
[Surah al-Bagarah 2:165] 


And the hadith from the Prophet (A<sssiji~) where he 
stated: 
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“The most stronghold of Iman (faith) is to love in 
the cause of Allah and to hate in the cause of 
Allah (i.e. disprove of anything displeasing to 
Him).”28 


The_ Sixth Condition: Acceptance (al-Qubul) that 
negates rejection. It is a must to fully and 
wholeheartedly accept this statement and all that it 
entails. Indeed, the Qur’an narrates the tales of those 
whom Allah spared their destruction for embracing La 
[laha Illa-Allah, and the destruction of those that rejected 
it. Allah (St5,4\524.) says: 
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“Then (in the end) We save Our Messengers and 
those who believe! Thus it is incumbent upon Us 
to save the believers.” [Surah Yunus 10:103] 


Allah (i5,4\224.) said regarding the idol worshippers: 


28 Ahmad in the Musnad 4/286 
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“Truly, when it was said to them: La Ilaha Illa- 
Allah they puffed themselves up with pride (i.e. 
denied it). And (they) said: "Are we going to 
abandon our alihah (gods) for the sake of a mad 
poet?” [Surah a-Saffat 37:35-36] 


The Seventh condition: Submission (al-Ingiyad) and 
Compliance that negates neglect. For it is a must upon — 
anyone invoking La Ilaha IIla-Allah to adhere to the 
legislations of Allah, follow His commands, and submit 
entirely to Him. Allah ((Jt3;4\2:2.) says: 


“And whosoever submits his face (himself) to 
Allah, while he is a Muhsin (good-doer), then he 
has grasped the most trustworthy handhold.” 
[Surah Luqman 31:22] 


“Trustworthy handhold.” means holding to La Ilaha IIla- 
Allah. So, Allah has made submission and compliance 
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(to the religious legislation) a condition of this 
statement. 


These are the conditions of La Ilaha Illa-Allah. The intent 
here is not to merely count them and memorize them, 
rather to fulfill and adhere to them. Although many 
common people are unable to name these conditions, 
they abide by them and commit their lives to its values. 
On the other hand, some excel in naming these 
conditions, yet fail to uphold them and often fall into 
their nullifiers. The intent, therefore, is the combination 
of knowledge and fulfillment. Thus, seek to be amongst 
the true people of La Ilaha Illa-Allah, and part of the 
fellowship of Tawhid. We ask Allah (i;%c22) to grant 
us success in fulfilling that, and assistance in 
maintaining firmness. 


THE STATEMENT OF AT-TAWHID 


THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE WORD OF 
TAWHID: LA ILAHA ILLA-ALLAH 


The most virtuous of words - the word of Tawhid- La 
Ilaha Illa-Allah- will not be accepted by mere utterance 
of the tongue. Rather, an implementation of its 
fundamental principles is necessary. For example, 
disproving polytheism and affirming the oneness of 
Allah with a firm belief and adherence to all that it 
entails. This is the only way can anyone be considered a 
Muslim or be in the fold of the people of Tawhid (La Ilaha 
Illa-Allah). This great word signifies the falsehood of any 
deity besides Allah. To affirm any deity other than Allah 
is the most atrocious aggression and most evil deviation. 
Allah ((ii;4\2:2.) says: 


qo 


“Say: “Think you about all that you invoke 
besides Allah? Show me. What have they created 
of the earth? Or have they a share in (the creation 
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of) the heavens? Bring me a Book (revealed 
before this), or some trace of knowledge (in 
support of your claims), if you are truthful!. And 
who is more astray than one who calls on 
(invokes) besides Allah, such as will not answer 
him till the Day of Resurrection, and who are 
(even) unaware of their calls (invocations) to 
them?” [Surah al-Ahgaf 46:5-6] 


And Allah (‘Jua;4\e;2.) says: 


“That is because Allah - He is the Truth (the only 
True God of all that exists, Who has no partners 
or rivals with Him), and what they (the 
polytheists) invoke besides Him, it 
is Batil (falsehood). And verily, Allah - He is the 
Most High, the Most Great.” [Surah al-Hajj 22:26] 


Also, Allah (:3554\234.) says: 
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“Verily joining others in worship with Allah is a 
great Dhilm (wrong) indeed.” — Luqman 
31:13] 


And Allah (i5;4\2:2.) says: 
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“And it is the disbelievers who are 
the Dhalimun (wrong-doers).” [Surah al-Bagarah 
2:254| 


Oppression (dhulm) is misplacing anything from its 
rightful place. Therefore, directing any act of worship to 
other than Allah is a form of oppression; the most severe 
kind since, it is a displacement of a right which is due 
only to Allah. 


The meaning of La _ Ilaha Illa-Allah must be 
comprehended and fully understood since the mere 
invocation, apart from full grasp and implementation, 
has no benefit according to the consensus of the scholars 
of Islam. Allah (i3;%14:.) says: 


THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE WORD OF 
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“And those whom they invoke instead of Him 
have no power of intercession - except for those 
who bear witness to the truth knowingly and 
they know.” [Surah al-Ahgaf 46:86] 


Commentators of the Qur’an noted the verse “and they 
know” to mean: Except anyone who testifies with La 
Ilaha Illa-Allah while knowing in the heart what is 
uttered on the tongue. The reason being, is that a 
testimony necessitates knowledge, for if it were out of 


ignorance, it will not be considered a testimony. 


By knowledge the person will be saved from the way of 
the Christians; acting on deeds without concrete 
knowledge. By implementation and adherence, the 
person will be guarded from the ways of the Jews; 
possessing knowledge while not acting upon it. Finally, 
with honesty, the person will be spared the way of the 
hypocrites; revealing outwardly something different 
from what is concealed in the heart. Thereby, the person 
will be amongst the people of the straight path of Allah; 
the way of those on whom He has bestowed His Grace, 
not the way of those who earned His Anger, nor of those 
who went astray. 


In all, La Iaha Illa-Allah- the word of Tawhid- will only 
benefit whoever recognizes its significance, 
understands its meaning, believes it firmly, and upholds 
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its principles. As for whoever implores it, while only 
adhering to it outwardly without belief, then they are a 
hypocrite. Likewise whoever claims La Ilaha IIla-Allah, 
yet engages in deeds contrary to its principles and 
negates it with polytheism is a disbeliever. Also, it will 
not benefit the one that invokes La Ilaha Ila-Allah and 
apostates from Islam by denying any of its underlying 
principles, even if he were to utter it a thousand times. 
Likewise is the one that invokes this word while 
directing some acts of worship (ie. Prayer, 
slaughtering, repentance, and reliance) to other than 
Allah. In such cases, mere invocation will not be 
sufficient, nor will it bring benefit due to what has been 
neglected from the necessity of monotheism and 
sincerity; the core of the great word of Tawhid. 


La Ilaha Illa-Allah means there is no deity worthy of 
worship except the one true God; Allah, alone without 
any partners. [lah linguistically means the worshiped 
one. Therefore, La Ilaha Illa-Allah means there is no one 
worthy of worship in truth but Allah. Allah (505;%:2.) 


said: 
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“And We did not send any Messenger before you 
(O Muhammad (4<5.:&2ij(-)) but We revealed to 
him (saying): La [lah [11a Ana [none has the right 
to be worshipped in truth but I (Allah)], so 
worship Me (Alone and none else).” [Sirah al- 
Anbiya’ 21:25] 


“~ 


Similarly, Allah (Jes,2\c22.) said: 
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“And verily, We have _ sent among 
every Ummah (community, nation) a Messenger 
(proclaiming): "Worship Allah (Alone), and 
avoid (or keep away from) Taghat (all false 
deities i.e. do not worship Taghut besides 
Allah).” [Surah an-Nahl 16:36] 


Hence, it becomes clear that [/]ah does indeed mean the 
worshiped one. Then La Naha Illa-Allah means to single out 
Allah alone for all acts of worship and to abstain from T. aghilt. 
For that reason, when the Messenger (Ac<jacc4i{~) said to the 
disbelievers of Quraysh: “Say La Ilaha Illa-Allah'” they 
replied; 
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“Has he made _ the alihah (gods) (all) into 
One [lah (God - Allah). Verily, this is a curious 
thing! “[Surah Sad 38:5] 


And the people of Hud said to their Messenger: 
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“You have come to us that we should worship 
Allah Alone and forsake that which our fathers 
used to worship. “ [Surah al-A’raf 7:70] 


The above reply was in response to the call to La Ilaha 
Illa-Allah, which was due to their understanding of it to 
mean banishing divinity from their idols and anything 
other than Allah. 


The word La Ilaha Illa-Allah is composed of negation and 
affirmation. It negates any form of divinity from all 
besides Allah, including the angels and the Messengers, 
and affirming divinity to Allah alone. Thus, the servant 
ought to seek Allah alone, attaching their heart and 
turning to Him in worship . The Qur’an contains many 


THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE WORD OF 
TAWHID: LA ILAHA ILLA-ALLAH 


verses that portray the meaning of the word of Tawhid: 
La Ilaha Illa-Allah, and clarify its purpose. For example, 
Allah (i5541\522.) said: 
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“And yourllah(God) is Onellah(God_ - 
Allah), La Taha Ila Huwa (there is none who has 
the right to be worshipped in truth but He), the 
Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.” [Surah al- 
Bagarah 2:163] 


Also Allah (ii;416;2.) said: 


“And they were commanded not, but that they 
should worship Allah, and worship none but 
Him Alone.” [Surah al-Bayyinah 98:5] 


Also, 
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“And (remember) when Ibrahim (Abraham) said 
to his father and his people: “Verily, I am 
innocent of what you worship, “Except Him (i.e. 
I worship none but Allah Alone) Who did create 
me; and verily He will guide me.” And he made 
it [i.e. La Ilaha Illa-Allah (none has the right to 
be worshipped in truth but Allah Alone)] a Word 
lasting among his offspring, (True Monotheism), 
that they may turn back.” [Surah az-Zukhruf 43:26- 
28] 


Allah (8542) said in narrating the story of the 


believer in chapter Yasin: 
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“And why should I not worship Him (Allah 
Alone) Who has created me and to Whom you 
shall be returned. “Shall I take besides 
Him alihah (gods)? If the Most Gracious (Allah) 
intends me any harm, their intercession will be 
of no use for me whatsoever, nor can they save 
me?” [Surah Yasin 36:22-24] 


And Allah (Nes, 261532.) said: 
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“Say (O Muhammad (4<5.c4i(-)): “Verily I am 
commanded to worship Allah (Alone) by 
obeying Him and doing religious deeds sincerely 
for His sake only. “And I am commanded (this) 
in order that I may be the first of those who 
submit themselves to Allah (in Islam) as 
Muslims.” Say (O Muhammad (Acaéaiji-)): 
“Verily if I disobey my Lord, I am afraid of the 
torment of a great Day.” Say (O Muhammad 
(dcsaclcsif.)): “Allah Alone I worship by doing 


religious deeds sincerely for His sake only (and 
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not to show off, and not to set up rivals with Him 
in worship.).” [Surah az-Zumar 39:11-14] 


And Allah ((3\554\&:2.) said about the believer of Fir’awn’s 
household: 
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“And O my people! How is it that I call you to 
salvation while you call me to the Fire! “You 
invite me to disbelieve in Allah (and in His 
Oneness), and to join partners in worship with 
Him of which I have no knowledge; and I invite 
you to the All-Mighty, the Oft-Forgiving! “No 
doubt you call me to (worship) one who cannot 
grant (me) my request (or respond to my 
invocation) in this world or in the Hereafter. And 
our return will be to Allah, and al-Musrifiin (i.e. 
polytheists and arrogant ones, those who commit 
great sins, the transgressors of Allah’s set limits): 
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they shall be the dwellers of the Fire! “(Surah 
Ghafir 40:41-43] 


And the verses to this effect are plenty in number in the 
Qur'an. All of verses point to the same meaning, which 
is to be free from worshipping other than Allah (i.e. 
Idols, intercessors, etc.). Instead, single out Allah for all 
acts of worship. That is the guidance and true religion 
which Allah has sent with the Prophets and contained 
_in the scriptures. It does not suffice to invoke La Ilaha 
Ila-Allah without a firm grasp of its meaning or 
implementation of its principles. Conceivably, one may 
direct to other than Allah an act of worship that is only 
due to Allah alone. 


In conclusion, the word of Tawhid is not a meaningless 
phrase, baseless notion, or empty words. Some may 
wrongly conceive the purpose of this word to be merely 
uttered on the tongue with complete detachment of 
belief in the heart or implementation of the limbs. 
Rather, it encompasses’ great pertinence and 
magnificent meaning as previously clarified: turning to 
Allah in submission, humility, and reliance of Him and 
utter disbelief of all that is worshiped other than Him. 
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Such a lofty word and crystal clear matter. However, the 
success to guidance is in the hands of Allah, and we seek 


His assistance. 


THE NULLIFIERS OF THE TESTIMONY: LA 
ILAHA ILLA-ALLAH 


THE NULLIFIERS OF THE TESTIMONY: LA 
ILAHA ILLA-ALLAH 


We have previously discussed in detail the conditions of 
La Ilaha Illa-Allah that each Muslim must establish to 
validate the deeds. Conditions that are of great 
importance and hold high status, which requires each 
Muslim to uphold and dedicate great care and concern. 
In equal importance, the Muslim- in this regard- must 
be aware of the nullifiers of this word, so as to be 
cautious of them. 


Indeed in the Qur’an, Allah has clarified in great detail 
the path of the believers who fulfilled La Ilaha Illa-Allah; 
their deeds, means of success, outcome and returning 
place. Similarly, the Qur’an details the path of the 
wrongdoers; their deeds, causes of their doom, and 
awaiting punishment. The Qur’an sheds light on the 
affairs of both groups, leaving nothing concealed. Allah 
( Nas, 28\n72.) said: 
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“And thus do We explain the Ayat (proofs, 
evidence, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) 
in detail, that the way of _ the 
Mujrimin (criminals, polytheists, sinners) may 
become manifest.” [Surah al-Anam 6:55] 


And Allah (:1554\222.) also said: 
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“And whoever contradicts and opposes the 
Messenger (Muhammad (4cs.%c4i\\~)) after the 
right path has been shown clearly to him, and 
follows other than the believers’ way, We shall 
keep him in the path he has chosen, and burn 
him in Hell - what an evil destination!” [Surah an- 
Nisa’ 4:115] 


Whoever is unaware of the affairs of the wrongdoers 
will always be on the verge of meooee victim to some of 
their falsehood. “Umar bin Khattab (edith) said: 
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“The knots of Islam (ice. strongly held principles) 
will be undone knot by knot once found in Islam 
people that do not know of the Ignorance period 
(period prior to Islam).” ”” 


Consequently, numerous verses of the Qur’an and texts 
of the Sunnah dedicate a great effort to warn against all 
matters that lead to apostasy or disbelief that negates the 
word of Tawhid: La Ilaha Illa-Allah. Similarly, the Islamic 
scholars note in the books of jurisprudence (Figh) under 
the heading of “The ruling of apostasy” that there are 
many nullifiers that cause a Muslim to apostate. In other 
word, any Muslim who commits such nullifiers leaves 
the fold of Islam. In such case, the mere invocation of La 
Ilaha Illa-Allah does no benefit. Reason being that the 
word of Tawhid can only be valid and beneficial when 
the conditions are established and the nullifiers are 
avoided. 


Undoubtedly, there are a lot of benefits for the Muslim 
in knowing these nullifiers; especially when the goal of 
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knowing them is to seek salvation and caution from the 
evil. Benefits include an increase of apprehension and 
love of the Truth, a sense of clarity, safeguarding of 
one’s faith from any fault, and cautioning others of this 
evil. Besides, Allah loves the path of truth to be known 
and pursued, while the paths of falsehood to be exposed 
and guarded against. Therefore, the Muslim is obligated 
to know the path of good and follow it and have 
awareness of the path of evil and abstain from it. 


Hudaifah ibn Yaman (222i) said, 
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“The people used to ask Allah's Messenger 
(Acsa%c4i{~) about the good but I used to ask him 
about the evil lest I should be overtaken by 
them.”59 


And for this reason it was stated, 
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30 Al Bukhari 3606, Muslim No. 1847 
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“T learned about evil not to commit it, rather to 
protect myself from it. So whoever does not learn 
about evil will certainly fall into it.” 


Considering the importance of the matter, it becomes an 
obligation on each Muslim to know the nullifiers of La 
Ilaha Illa-Allah. As preceded, the nullifiers are plenty in 
number, however the most severe and most common 
amongst them are ten- as noted by the scholars. The 
following is a concise for the Muslim to be cautions of 
and caution other Muslims. 


The first: to join partners with Allah (polytheism) in the acts 
of worship. Allah (:3552\5;2.) says: 
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“Verily! Allah forgives not (the sin of) setting up 
partners (in worship) with Him, but He forgives 
whom He wills sins other than that, and whoever 
sets up partners in worship with Allah, has 
indeed strayed far away.” [Surah an-Nisa’ 4:116] 
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And He (:Jts;28\522.) said: 


“Verily, whosoever sets up partners (in worship) 
with Allah, then Allah has forbidden Paradise to 
him, and the Fire will be his abode. And for 
the Zalimiin (polytheists and wrong-doers) there 
are no helpers.” [Surah al-Ma’idah 5:72] 


This also includes the calling upon the dead to sa 
assistance, slaughter for them, etc. 


The second: whoever takes intermediates between him 
and Allah; to call upon them, seek intercession, and rely 
on them, has disbelieved by the consensus of the 
scholars. Allah ((33;4\22.) said: 
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“And they worship besides Allah things that 
harm them not, nor profit them, and they say: 
"These are our intercessors with Allah." Say: "Do 
you inform Allah of that which He knows not in 
the heavens and on the earth?” Glorified and 
Exalted is He above all that which they associate 
as partners (with Him)!” [Surah Yunus 10:18] 


The third: whoever does not hold the polytheists to be 
disbeliever, doubts their disbelief, or validates their 
religion has indeed disbelieved. 


The forth: whoever believes that guidance and a path 
other than that of the Prophet (Acs.édi{i~) is more 
complete, or favors others over his judgment- has 
disbelieved; in the same scale as favoring the ruling of 
the wrongdoers over the ruling of Allah. 


The fifth: whoever abominates anything legislated by 
the Prophet (A<sce2i{~) regardless of acting upon it or 
not, has disbelieved. Allah (‘Jts5\22.) said: 
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“That is because they hate that which Allah has 
sent down (this Qur’an and Islamic laws, etc.); so — 
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He has made their deeds fruitless.” [Surah 
Muhammad 47:9] 


The sixth: whoever makes mockery of the religion of the 
Prophet (Acsaieaiji~) (Islam), or the rewards and 
punishments thereof, has disbelieved. Allah (j;4\2:2.) 
said: 
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“Say: "Was it at Allah (j¢s¢), and His Ayat 
(verses, signs, revelations) and His Messenger 
(Acsaiesij(~) that you were mocking? Make no 
excuse; you disbelieved after you had believed. 
If We pardon some of you, We will punish others 
amongst you because they 
were Mujrimun (disbelievers, polytheists, 
sinners, criminals.).” [Surah at-Tawbah 9:65-66] 


The seventh: Sorcery, which includes magic spells that 
causes a person 
to hate (sarf) or love (atf) someone/something. So 
whoever performs it or is pleased with it being done, 
has disbelieved. Allah ((1552s\e;2.) said: 
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“Neither of these two (angels) taught anyone 
(such things) till they had said, “We are only for 
trial, so disbelieve not (by learning this magic 
from us).” [Surah al-Bagarah 2:102] 


The eighth: Supporting and assisting the polytheists 
against the Muslims. Allah (5;4\62.) said: 
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“And if any amongst you takes them (as Awliya’ 
- helpers), then surely he is one of them. Verily, 
Allah guides not those people who are the 
Zalimun (polytheists and wrong-doers and 
unjust).” [Sirah al-Ma’idah 5:51] 


The ninth: Whoever believes that it is permitted for 
some sy people to be 
free of (implementing) the legislation of the Prophet 
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(Acsateaij) (i.e. Islam), then he is a disbeliever. Allah 
( Mess.) said: 
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“And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, 
it will never be accepted of him, and in the 
Hereafter he will be one of the losers.” [Sarah Ali 
‘Imran 3:85] 


The Tenth: Turning away from Allah’s Religion, not 
learning it or 
Implementing it (is an act of disbelief). Allah (‘a,2\222.) 


said: 
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“And who does wronger than he who is 
reminded of the Ayat (proofs, evidence, verses, 
lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) of his Lord, then 
turns aside from that? Verily, We shall exact 
retribution from the Mujrimin (criminals, 
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disbelievers, polytheists, sinners).” [Surah a- 
Sajdah 32:22] 


So, these are ten of the nullifiers of the word of 
Tawhid. Whoever commits any of it- we seek 
refuge in Allah from such - has nullified his 
Tawhid, ruined his faith, and the invocation of La 
Ilaha Illa-Allah is of no benefit to him. The 
scholars of Islam make no distinction concerning 
committing any of these nullifiers, between the 
one who jokes, the one who is serious or the one 
who does so out of fear. However, the one who 
commits them : due 
to being coerced is excused. All of these (ten) 
matters are from the gravest in danger and from 

those that most often occur. So the 
Muslim must beware of them and fear from these 
acts befalling him. 


THE STATEMENT OF AT-TAWHID 


THE INVALIDITY OF SUPPLICATING 
ONLY WITH THE SINGULAR NOUN OF 
PRONOUN OF “ALLAH” 


The discussion has been - thus far - regarding the 
virtues of the word of Tawhid. As stated, it is the best 
supplication and most simple of phrases, yet greatest in 
meaning and benefit. The need of the people for this 
word is the most essential of needs. Greater than the 
need of food, drink, clothing, and the rest of their affairs. 
As such, it is the most widely used supplication, most 
easily attained, greatest in meaning and highest of 
status. 


Despite such virtue and prestige, some of the common 
and ignorant people deviate from the word of Tawhid to 
innovated supplications and invented prayers which 
have no basis in the Qur’an and the Sunnah nor has any 
trace to the righteous predecessors. An example of such 
is the customs of the factions of the Sufi sect; in 
particular, the supplications. They supplicate with only 
the singular noun of “Allah, Allah” in repetition. Some, 
even suffice with the pronoun “He, He” (i.e. referring to 
Allah) repeated over and over. In extreme factions, the 
word of Tawhid is said to be for the common folk 
Muslims, the singular noun “Allah” is the distinguished 
worshipers, and the pronoun “He” for the high ranking 
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amongst the distinguished. In doing so, they favor 
supplicating with the singular noun and the pronoun 
over the word of Tawhid; a word which the Prophet 
(Acsalesij) considered to be the most virtuous 
supplication and the best phrase uttered by all the 
Messengers. 


Furthermore, there is no legislation text of Qur’an verse 

or excerpt from the Sunnah that supports or validates 
such form of supplication. It is mere invention of some 
contemporary wrongdoers. The renown Islamic scholar 
Ibn Taymiyyah (2i\%25) has disproved the claims of those 
sects in this matter. He proved the invalidity of their 
supporting arguments and textual evidence. 


In a quote, he said: 


“Conceivably, some of their authors might 
discuss the exaltation of such supplication, 
which often times are derived from either 
inspiration or sheer assumption or reported 
hadith. As for the reported hadith, they hold the 
narration stating that the oie (Acsaclctiie) 
dictated to ‘Ali bin Abi Talib (zi) to say “ Allah, 
Allah, Allah”. The Prophet (x jacket) said it 
three times and commanded ‘Ali to say it three 
times. This narration, however, is a fabrication 
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on the consensus of the scholars of hadith. 
Rather, the affirmed narration is the dictation of 
the Prophet (4<5.c2ij\~) of the word of Tawhid, 
especially as he (A<sa:&aij ) pleaded to his uncle 
to say it as he was on the deathbed: 


“O my uncle! Say: None has the right to be 
worshipped except Allah, an expression I will 
defend your case with, before Allah.”°1 


The Prophet (45:25) also said, - 
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“T know a word which no one says at the time of 
death but his soul will find comfort’2, 


And he said, 


31 Al Bukhari No. 3884; Muslim No. 24 
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“He whose last words are: “La Ilaha Ila-Allah' 
(none has the right to be worshipped in truth but 
Allah) will enter Jannah.”*° 


Also he said, 
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“I have been commanded (by Allah) to fight 
people until they testify that there is no true god 
except Allah, and that Muhammad is the 
Messenger of Allah, and perform Salat and pay 
Zakat. If they do so, they will have protection of 
their blood and property from me except when 
justified by Islam, and then account is left to 
Allah.” 


33 Ahmad in Musnad 5/247, Abu Dawud No. 3116. Rated as Hasan 
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This is only a few of many narrations related to the topic. 


Supplication with the singular noun “Allah” has not 
been legislated under any circumstance. Likewise, there 
is nothing to show the permissibility of such in the 
sources of the religion. However, there is an illusion that 
some devout worshipers take as a proof for this; the 


verse: 


“Say: “Allah.” Then leave them.” [Surah al-Anam 
6:91] | 


It is wrong to assume the intent in the verse is to suffice 
in saying only this noun- “Allah”. Reflecting on the 
beginning of the verse shows the complete and sound 
intended meaning. Allah ((S5,4\&;2.) said: 
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OF “ ALLAH” 


“They did not account for Allah the lofty status 
due to Him when they said: “Nothing did Allah 
send down to any human being (by revelation).” 
Say: “Who then sent down the Book which Misa 
(Moses) brought, a light and a guidance to 
mankind which you (the Jews) have made into 
(separate) paper sheets, disclosing (some of it) 
and concealing much. And you (believers) were 
taught that which neither you nor your fathers 
knew.” Say: “Allah (sent it down).” Then leave 
them.” [Surah al-Anam 6:91] 


The correct meaning becomes: “Say Allah revealed the 
book of Moses.” Therefore, it is a complete sentence; 
linguistically - a nominal sentence comprised of a 
subject and predicate. The predicate -“revealed the 
book.”- has been omitted due to its prior referencing. 
The Arabic language allows such sentence structure. 


According to the sources of the legislation, it is disliked 
to supplicate with only a singular noun. Similar 
conclusion could be reached logically; a singular noun 
is not indicative of faith or disbelief, guidance or 
deviation, or of knowledge or ignorance. 


The scholars of the Arabic linguists - surely others - 
agree that a single noun does not equate a sentence and 
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consequently express any meaningful intent. If anyone 
were to repeat the noun : Allah” a thousand times, it will 
not cause becoming a believer, neither will it grant 
Allah’s of Paradise. Even the disbelievers make mention 
of the noun “Allah” although denying His divinity 
and/or oneness. 


Although Allah commanded us to make mention of His 


name and increase His remembrance- such as in: 
ee Se. gt | ae sy, 2 ae o 39 
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“So eat of what they catch for you, but pronounce 
the Name of Allah over it, and fear Allah. Verily, 
Allah is Swift in reckoning.” [Surah al-Ma’idah 
5:4] 


4% al il 2 JUVE > 
“Eat not (O believers) of that (meat) on which 
Allah’s Name has not been pronounced (at the 
time of the slaughtering of the animal).” [Surah 
al-Anam 6:121] 


THE INVALIDITY OF SUPPLICATING ONLY 
WITH THE SINGULAR NOUN OF PRONOUN 
OF “ALLAH” 


“Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High.” 
[Surah al-‘Ala’ 87:1] 


© abs a5 ph 4p 


“Then glorify with praises the Name of your 
Lord, the Most Great.” (Surah l-Wagia’h 56:74] 


‘It is never the intent to do so by uttering a singular 
noun. Instead, the intent is to make mention of the name 
in a complete meaningful sense. For example, saying 
“glory be to Allah” or “Praise be to Allah” and etc. 


So, it is affirmed from the above that the invocation of 
the singular noun is not legislated. Even more so, the 
invocation of only a pronoun. It alone does not indicate 
anyone particular; it is dependent on the intent of the 
speaker. Sufficing with only the pronoun is farthest 
from the Sunnah, more delving into innovation, and 
more of Shaytan’s deception. | 


In conclusion, the legislated form of supplication is of 
complete sentences and meaningful phrases. Such 
supplications result in attaining rewards of Allah, 
drawing nearer to Him, an increase of loving Him, and 
the likes of lofty pursuits. The fundamental principle of 
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the religion is to worship Allah alone in the manner 
which He legislated.”%4 


The above passage contained sufficient clarity leaving 
no necessity for further elaboration or sense of hesitancy 
regarding the matter. The truth has been uncovered. 
However, it is very oddly questionable the insistence of 
those factions on these deviant forms of supplication- 
which has no basis in the religion. In return, they 
abandon the authentic legislated supplications. What 
compelled them to deter away from the guidance of the 
Prophet (Acsuieaij.)? Why do they glorify these 
innovated supplications and belittle the authentic 
supplications? The supplications that were performed 
by the most virtuous being and the chief of all mankind- 
the Prophet (Acsacesiiie). 
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[1]: We believe in Allah and His Names and Attributes, 
as they were mentioned in the Book of Allah and the 
Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (Acjaik2ij\~), without 
tahrif (distortion), nor ta’wil (figurative interpretation), 
nor tamthil (making a_ likeness), nor _ tashbih 
(resemblance), nor ta’til (denial). 


[2]: We love the Companions (#%<2i\5) of the Messenger 
of Allah (Acsacesiji~), and we fae those who speak 
against them. We believe that to speak ill of them is to 
speak ill of the Religion, because they are the ones who 
conveyed it to us. And we love the Family of the Prophet 
(Acsacleci{<-) with love that is permitted by the Sharee’ah. 
‘Imran Ibn Husayn (4i\%25) said, “O people! Learn the 
knowledge of the Religion from us, if you do not do so, 
then you will certainly be misguided.” *6 


[3]: We love the People of Hadith and all of the Salaf of 
the Ummah from Ahlus-Sunnah. Imaam Shatibi (d.790H) 
— (4il45) - said, “The Salafus-Salih, the Companions, the 


35 Summarized from the biography of Shaykh Mugbil Ibn Hadi al- 
Wadi’I with some additions from other sources. 
36 Refer to al-Kifayah (p. 15) of al-Khatib al-Baghdadi. 
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tabi’in and their successors knew the Qur’an, its sciences, 
and its meanings the best.”°7 


[4]: We despise ‘ilmul-kalam (knowledge of theological 
rhetoric), and we view it to be from amongst the greatest 
reasons for the division in the Ummah. 


[5]: We do not accept anything from the books of Figh 
(jurisprudence), nor from the books of tafsir (explanation 
of the Qur‘an), nor from the ancient stories, nor from the 
Sirah (biography) of the Prophet (Acjaxéaij\~), except that 
which has been confirmed from Allah or from His 
Messenger (A<sa‘e2ii). We do not mean that we have 
rejected them, nor do we claim that we are not in need 
of them. Rather, we benefit from the discoveries of our 
Scholars and the jurists and other than them. However, 
we do not accept a ruling, except with an authentic 
proof. 


[6]: We do not write in our books, nor do we cover in our 
lessons, nor do we give sermons with anything except 
the Qur’an, or the authentic and authoritative hadith. 
And we detest what emanates from many books and 
admonishers in terms of false stories and weak and 
fabricated ahadith. ’Abdullaah Ibnul-Mubarak (d.181H) 


37 Refer to al-Muwafiqat (2/79) of ash-Shatibi. 
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— (ail¢25) - said, “The authentic ahadith are sufficient, and 


the weak ahadith are not needed.”%8 


[7]: We do not perform takfir upon any Muslim due to 
any sin, except Siurk with Allah, or the abandonment of 
Prayer, or apostasy. We seek refuge in Allah from that. 


[8]: We believe that the Qur‘an is the Speech of Allah, it 
is not created. 


[9]: We hold that our ‘obligation is to co-operate with the 
group that traverses the methodology of the Book and 
the Sunnah, and what the Salaf of the Ummah were upon; 
in terms of calling to Allah the Glorified, and being 
sincere in worship of Him, and warning from Shirk, 
innovations, and disobedience, and to advise all of the 
groups that oppose this.”°9 ‘So co-operating upon 
righteousness and piety (Taqwa) and mutual advising 


38 Refer to al-Jaami’ li- Akhlaqir-Rawi (2/159) of as-Suyootee. 

39 From a fatwa by the Committee of Major Scholars dated: 
11/16/1417, (no. 18870). It was signed by al-’ Allamah’ Abdul-’ Aziz 
Ibn Baz, Shaykh ’Abdul-’Aziz Ibn ‘Abdullah aalush-Shaykh, 
Shaykh ’Abdullah Ibn ’Abdur-Rahmaan al-Ghudayyaan, Shaykh 
Bakr Ibn ‘Abdullah Aboo Zayd, and Shaykh Salih Ibn Fawzaan al- 
Fawzaan. 
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necessitates warning against evil and not co-operating 
with the wicked.’40 


[10]: We do not deem it correct to revolt against the 
Muslim rulers as long as they are Muslims, nor do we 
feel that revolutions bring about reconciliation. Rather, 
they corrupt the community. 


[11]: We hold that this multiplicity of present day parties 
is a reason for the division of the Muslims and their 
weakness. So therefore we set about ‘freeing the minds 
from the fetters of blind-following and the darkness of 
sectarianism and party spirit.’4! 


[12]: We restrict our understanding of the Book of Allah 
and of the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (Acjaclexii~) 
to the understanding of the Salaf of the Ummah from the 
Scholars of hadith, not the blind-followers of their 
individuals. Rather, we take the truth from wherever it 
comes. Moreover, we know that there are those who 
claim Salafiyyah, yet Salafiyyah is free from them since 
they bring to the society what Allah has prohibited. We 
believe in ‘cultivating the young generation upon this 


40 From the words of Shaykh Ibn Baz in al-Furqan magazine (issue 
no. 14, p. 15). 


41 Prom Fighul-Waqi’ (p. 49) of al-Albani. 
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Islam, purified from all that we have mentioned, giving 
to them a correct Islamic education from the start - 
without any influence from the disbelieving western 
education.’ 42 | 


[13]: We believe that politics is a part of the Religion, and 
those who try to separate the Religion from politics are 
only attempting to destroy the Religion and to spread 
chaos. 


[14]: We believe there will be no honor or victory for the 
Muslims until they return to the Book of Allah and the 
Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (Acsaceaiil). 


[15]: We oppose those who divide the Religion into 
trivialities and important issues. And we know that this 
is a destructive Da’wah. 


[16]: We oppose those who put down the knowledge of 
the Sunnah and say that this is not the time for it. 
Likewise, we oppose those who put down acting upon 
the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (Acsatexifie). 


[17]: Our Da’wah and our ’Agidah is more beloved to us 
than our selves, our wealth, and our offspring. So we are 


42 From Fighul-Wagi’ (p. 51) of al-Albani. 
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not prepared to part with it for gold, nor silver. We say 
this so that no one may have hope in buying out our 
Da’wah, nor should he think that it is possible for him to 


purchase it from us for dinar or dirham. 


[18]: We love the present day Scholars of the Sunnah and 
hope to benefit from them and regret the passing away 
of many of them. Imam Malik said (d.179H) P, “The 
knowledge of hadith is your flesh and blood, and you 
will be asked concerning it on the Day of Judgment, so 
look who you are taking it from.”” 


43 Refer to al-Muhaddithul-Fasil (p. 416) and al-Kifayah (p. 21) of al- 
Khatib. | 
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